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BIOGRAPHICAL AND PERSONAL INFORMATION 
Place of birth Piacenza, Italy  

e-mail address: graziani@uniroma2.it  

Married; two daughters and one son 
 

EDUCATION  

1982: Graduated in Medicine (Magna cum Laude) at the University of Perugia, Italy 

1986: Specialist in Oncology (Magna cum Laude) at the University of Rome Tor Vergata, Italy 
 

POSITION HELD AND SCIENTIFIC CAREER:  

May 2021-present: Coordinator of the University Evaluation Unit at the University of Rome Tor 

Vergata 

February 2018-present: Full Professor of Pharmacology at the Department of Systems Medicine, 

School of Medicine of the University of Rome Tor Vergata 

2015-May 2019: Component of the Italian National University Council 

2014: National Scientific Qualification as Full Professor of Pharmacology 

2001-February 2018: Associate Professor of Pharmacology at the Department of Systems Medicine, 

School of Medicine of the University of Rome Tor Vergata 

1984-2000: Research Associate at the Department of Neuroscience University of Rome Tor Vergata 

1986-1990: Visiting Fogarty Fellow at the laboratory of Cellular and Molecular Biology, National 

Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Maryland, U.S.A.  

1983: Guest Scientist at the laboratory of Tumor Cell Biology, National Cancer Institute, National 

Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Maryland, U.S.A. 
 

BIBLIOMETRIC INDEXES 

Co-author of 189 full papers in peer-reviewed and Medline-based journals, of which 114 as first or last 

author/corresponding author, 11 book chapters and more than 120 abstracts of national and international 

conferences. 

H-index 47 (Scopus Author ID: 35268329000). Average Impact Factor of scientific production: 7. 
 

MAIN COMPETITIVE RESEARCH GRANTS OF WHICH SHE IS THE PRINCIPAL 

INVESTIGATOR OF THE PROJECT OR PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR OF RESEARCH UNIT 

IN THE LAST 20 YEARS: 

She has been Principal Investigator (PI) or Principal Investigator of Research Unit (RU-PI) of a number 

of projects funded by the Italian Association for Cancer Research - AIRC, LazioInnova, Banca d’Italia, 

Ministry of Education, University and Research (PRIN and FIRB projects), Ministry of Health, National 

Health Institute, University of Rome Tor Vergata, FILAS – Regione Lazio, “Compagnia di San Paolo”, 

pharmaceutical companies. 
 

PATENTS 

2007 Graziani G, Vergati M. Immortalized endothelial cells EP1828377. 

2016-17 Graziani G, Lacal PM; D’Atri S; Tentori L; Ruffini F; Failla C. Anticorpi anti-VEGFR-1 e usi di 

essi. IT 102016000034933; Anti-VEGFR-1 antibodies and their uses PCT/IB2017/000379. 
 

MEMBER OF PhD SCHOOLS 

2018-present Member of the Doctorate School of Tissue Engineering and Remodeling Biotechnologies for 

Body Function (courses from XXXIV cycle-present), University of Rome Tor Vergata. 
 

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES 

Member of the Italian Society of Pharmacology 
 

MAIN RESEARCH INTERESTS  

Using in “in vitro” and “in vivo” preclinical models of solid tumor (melanoma, glioblastoma, colorectal, 

urothelial and breast cancer) and leukemias, the research activity mainly focused on these topics: 

-Mechanisms of action of anticancer agents. 

-Immunopharmacology. 



-Pharmacological modulation of tumor cell resistance using DNA repair inhibitors. 

-Anti-angiogenic agents. 

-Monoclonal antibodies, antibody fragments and antibody-drug conjugates for cancer treatment, 
 

In particular, the main findings were as follows: 

a) identification of the action and resistance mechanisms of alkylating agents, including temozolomide, 

a methylating agent approved for the treatment of glioblastoma; 

b) identification of the therapeutic potential of poly (ADP-ribose) polymerase (PARP) inhibitors to 

increase the antitumor activity of methylating agents and topoisomerase I inhibitors; 

c) demonstration, using in vivo preclinical models, that the antitumor activity of temozolomide can be 

boosted at the central nervous system level by means of PARP inhibitors towards glioblastoma, brain 

metastases of melanoma or cerebral lymphoma; 

d) demonstration that the telomerase enzyme, expressed at high levels in the tumor, can be used as a 

biomarker to evaluate the in vitro chemosensitivity of tumors or as a therapeutic target to increase the 

chemosensitivity of tumors; 

e) demonstration that PARP inhibitors, when used as single agents, may exert anti-angiogenic activity 

and cytotoxic effects in solid tumors and leukemia models; 

f) generation of a murine monoclonal antibody (D16F7) directed against the human type 1 receptor 

(VEGFR-1) of the vascular endothelial growth factor-A (VEGF-A) and demonstration of its antitumor 

and antiangiogenic effects in melanoma and glioblastoma in vivo models. 

g) demonstration that VEGFR-1 up-regulation in melanoma may contribute to melanoma resistance to 

BRAF inhibitors; 

h) demonstration that the anti-VEGFR-1 D16F7 mAb enhances the antitumor activity of immune 

checkpoint inhibitors in preclinical models of melanoma and glioblastoma. 
 

REFEREE FOR THE FOLLOWING INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS 

Oncogene, International Journal of Cancer, Clinical Cancer Research, Pharmacological Research, 

British Journal of Cancer, European Journal of Cancer, British Journal of Pharmacology, Biochemical 

Pharmacology, American Journal of Pathology, The Faseb Journal, Future Medicinal Chemistry. 
 

PARTICIPATION TO EDITORIAL BOARD OR GUEST-EDITOR SPECIAL ISSUE OF 

SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS 

2015-pres.: Associate Editor of Chemotherapy (Anticancer Agents Section) (Karger). 

2005: Guest-Editor pharmacological approach of DNA damage and repair: the PARP (poly ADP ribose 

polymerase) pathway PARP Volume 52, Issue 1 of Pharmacological Research. 
 

TEACHING  

2015-present: Course of Pharmacology, School of Medicine at the University of Rome Tor Vergata 

(English Course). 

2011-present: Course of Antimicrobial and Anticancer Pharmacology, School of Pharmacy, University 

of Rome Tor Vergata (English course). 

2009-2015: Course of Pharmaceutical Biology, School of Pharmacy, University of Rome Tor Vergata 

(English course). 

2007-2021: Course of Pharmacology, School of Dentistry, University of “Nostra Signora del Buon 

Consiglio”, Tirana, Albany. 

2006-2021: Course of Pharmacology, School of Medicine, University of “Nostra Signora del Buon 

Consiglio”, Tirana, Albany. 

2006-2024: Course of Pharmacology and Toxicology, Biotechnology degree, University of Rome Tor 

Vergata. 

1998-present: Course of Pharmacology, School of Medicine at the University of Rome Tor Vergata 

1993-present: Course of Pharmacology, Orthoptist degree, University of Rome Tor Vergata. 

1993-1999: Course of Pharmacology, Nursing degree, University of Rome Tor Vergata. 

1992-1998: Course of Oncology, Biotechnology degree, University of Rome Tor Vergata. 
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