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SCIENTIFIC PROFILE

Massimliano Agostini is Associate Professor in Molecular Biology at the University of Rome “Tor Vergata”.
He obtained his PhD in Clinical and Experimental Pharmacology (Perugia, lItaly), working on the
pharmacological regulation of the immune response. In 2005, he became a Research Assistant at University
of Perugia (ltaly). In 2007-2014, he worked at the MRC Toxicology Unit, (UK), as PostDoc and then as Senior
Investigator. In 2014 worked at TW Mak’s laboratory as visiting scientist (Canada). From 2014 to 2019
Visiting Scientist, MRC Toxicology Unit, Cambridge University, UK.

MA is mainly interested in the characterization of transgenic mice with genetic alterations in the p53 family
genes and their targets to understand their effect on development and cancer. In particular, he aims to
investigate the role of the transcription factor ZNF750 (transcriptionally regulated by p63) in tumorogenesis
by using in vitro and in vivo models combined with system biology (transcriptomics, proteomics and
metabolomics). Currently, MA is mainly involved on:

1) To identify in-vivo functions of ZNF750 in development, physiology and tumorigenesis by using genetically
modified animals.

2) Investigating the role of lipid droplets in physiology and pathophysiology.

3) Uncover novel molecular targets in lipid metabolism for cancer therapy.

EDUCATION

1997 Degree in Chemical and Pharmaceutical Technology

1998 Pharmacist license, state of Italy

2006 PhD Studies in Clinical and Experimental Pharmacology: Dept. Clinical and Experimental

Medicine, Section of Pharmacology, University of Perugia, Italy.

CAREER HISTORY

1997-1999: Visiting Fellow Section of Pharmacology, School of Medicine, University of Perugia, Italy
1999-2001: Fellowship Section of Pharmacology, School of Medicine, University of Perugia, Italy
2005-2006 Research Assistant Section of Pharmacology, School of Medicine, University of Perugia, Italy
2006-2007 Research Assistant Section of Pharmacology, School of Medicine, University of Perugia, Italy
2007-2011 Career Development Fellow, MRC Toxicology Unit

2014-2014 Visiting Scientist, The Campbell Family Institute for Breast Cancer Research, Toronto, Canada
2011-2014 Senior Investigator, MRC Toxicology Unit

2014-2019 Visiting Scientist, MRC Toxicology Unit, Cambridge University, UK.

TEACHING ACTIVITIES

2015-Present |l level Master, Personalized Nutrition: Molecular and Genetic bases, 1CFU
2016-Present | level Master, Nutrition and Cosmesis, 2CFU

2016-Present International Medical School (Molecular Biology 3CFU)

2017-Present Specialization School of Infection Disease (Molecular Biology 1CFU)
2019-Present Specialization School of Microbiology and Virology (Molecular Biology 1CFU)
2019-Present Specialization School of Endocrinology (Molecular Biology 1CFU)
2020-Present Course of Pharmacy (Biochemistry 3CFU)

2022-2024 International Medical School (Biochemistry 1CFU)
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2023-Present Specialization School of Cardiovascular disease (Molecular Biology 1CFU
2023-Present Specialization School of Pathology (Molecular Biology 1CFU
2023-Present Human Nutrition Sciences (Nutrition, inflammation and cancer 2CFU)
2025-Present Human Nutrition Sciences (Cellular Senescence and Aging 2CFU)

OTHER

2018-Present Scientific Division Torvergata Oncoscience Research (TOR), University of Rome Tor Vergata
2019-2025 Scientific advisory committee Center for Comparative Medicine, Alternative Techniques and
Aquaculture

2019-Present Teaching board member Specialization School in Endocrinology

2019-Present Teaching board member Specialization School in Infection Disease Microbiology and Virology
2019-Present Teaching board member Specialization School in Microbiology and Virology

2023-Present Teaching board member Specialization School in Cardiovascular disease

2024-Present Teaching board member Specialization School in Pathology

2025-Present Deputy Coordinator of PhD in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology

EDITORIAL EXPERIENCE

2014-2019 Editorial board of Molecular & Cellular Oncology

2011-2023 Receiving Editor Cell Death & Disease

2011-Present Editorial board as Review Editor of Frontiers in Oncology’s speciality section Frontiers in
Cancer Molecular Targets and Therapeutics

2022-Present Editorial Board of Cancers

2023-Present Deputy Editor Cell Death & Disease

Ad hoc Referee:

Cell Death & Disease, Cell Death and Differentiation, Frontiers in Cancer, Molecular and Cellular Oncology,
Molecular Neurobiology, Oncogene, Oncotarget, Cell Cycle, FEBS Journal, Scientific Reports, Journal of
Cellular Biochemestry, Molecular Oncology, FASEB Journal, Journal of Human Genetics, Biology Direct,
Discovery Oncology

PUBLICATION

Scientific Papers 90 (First Author: 17; Corresponding Author: 16)
Citations 9643 (Scholar) 3448 (ISI) 7052 (Scopus)
h-Index 49 (Scholar) 36 (I1SI) 43 (Scopus)
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